
For Kris Diamond, success is often mea-
sured in small steps.

It might be a student who makes a friend 
for the fi rst time or a classmate who gets 
a high fi ve from a peer in the school 
hallway.

It could also be more personal, such 
as when a typically non-verbal student 
speaks to her for the fi rst time.

Diamond has experienced countless 
student successes such as these during 
her 11 years teaching special education at 
Kalles Junior High School.

Her contributions to students and their 
families over the years have earned her 
this year’s Puyallup School District Sec-
ondary Teacher of the Year award.

Diamond’s name will be submitted to the 
Puget Sound Educational Service District 
to be considered for the regional Teacher 
of the Year award, which is expected to 
be announced in August. Those who win 
at the regional level are considered for 
the 2013 Washington State Teacher of the 
Year award.

This is the second teaching honor in the 
past decade for Diamond, who earned 
National Board Certifi cation — one of 
the highest recognitions in the teaching 
profession — in 2005.

“Education is her passion and her mis-
sion in life,” said colleague Sue Hoorn-

On opening day of baseball season, Buddy 
Keller did what he does best during a 
morning classroom reading lesson.

With a circle of second graders seated 
on the fl oor around him, Keller shared 
excerpts about Seattle Mariners baseball 
legends, directed students to colorful 
photos of the players in action, and made 
the information come alive.

As he described former pitcher Randy 
Johnson, for example, Keller challenged 
students to think about how tall someone 
is if they are 6’10”.

After several guesses, a student pointed to 
the classroom word wall, which extended 
from the fl oor to just below the ceiling. A 
chorus of ‘oohs’ and ‘ahs’ ensued when 
Keller confi rmed that the word wall is 
almost the same height as “The Big Unit.”

Hands also shot in the air when Keller 

asked if any of the students had heard 
of veteran Mariners right fi elder Ichiro 
Suzuki. While they knew his name, none 
could identify the country he came from. 
That was just the opening Keller needed 
to present a brief geography lesson about 
Japan.

“He puts enthusiasm and emotion into 
everything he does,” said Patti Perkins, 
a weekly volunteer whose grandson is a 
student in Keller’s class.

Keller’s work as a second-grade teacher, 
including his contributions to both stu-
dents and staff, has earned him this year’s 
Puyallup School District Elementary 
Teacher of the Year award.

His name will be submitted to the Puget 
Sound Educational Service District to be 
considered for the regional Teacher of 
the Year award, which is expected to be 
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beek, speech and language pathologist at 
Kalles Junior High. Hoornbeek is one of 
numerous educators, students, and parents 
who submitted letters nominating Dia-
mond for the Teacher of the Year award.

“Daily I see evidence that students at 
Kalles are more understanding and toler-
ant of differences in others because of the 
integration work she has fostered,” she 
said.

Other supporters frequently use the word 
“passion” to describe Diamond’s contribu-
tions to education.

During a Teacher of the Year recognition 
at the April 23 Puyallup School Board 
meeting, Principal Mario Casello read a 
comment from Kalles Junior High school 
psychologist Linda Westpfahl:

“She shows passion for fi nding and build-
ing areas of strength within the children 
she works with. There is passion in her 
work with parents to help them see their 
child’s growth across time as she works 
with them on their Individual Education 
Plans. And I see passion in her work with 
other team members when designing 
interventions, reviewing evaluations, and 
planning programs to occur as part of the 
special education services for her kids.”

Casello also personally commended 
Diamond’s teaching. “It’s your heart,” he 
said. “It’s the passion that you have for 
your students. I have never met a teacher 
who has advocated so much for her stu-

dents and goes above and beyond to get 
truly what’s best for the kids.”

Diamond has been praised for numerous 
efforts over the years, including mentor-
ing young teachers in special education as 
well as junior high students who want to 
help as peer tutors alongside students with 
special needs.

The veteran teacher designed a guest 
reader program to invite staff members 

and peers to read to students and enjoy lit-
erature together, and she worked with the 
Kalles Booster Club to raise money for 
the school and her students. This past year 
she used fundraising money to purchase 
10 iPads for her classroom.

She has also helped organize an annual 
talent show for students with special 
needs with Good Samaritan Hospital’s 

continued on page 7

Kalles Junior High educator has ‘passion’ for teaching

Edgerton teacher’s enthusiasm equates to student success

Kalles Junior High teacher Kris Diamond, named this year’s 
Secondary Teacher of the Year, draws laughter and smiles as she 
teaches a writing lesson to students Isaiah Curtis and Joslyn Espy.

Buddy Keller, a second-grade teacher at Edgerton Elementary and 
this year’s Elementary Teacher of the Year, quizzes students on 
vocabulary words during circle time.



Everyone remembers their high school 
graduation, and hundreds of students in 
our district’s Class of 2012 are in the fi nal 
days of making their own lifelong memo-
ries of graduating.

How many of those memories will include 
teachers and other members of our educa-
tion community whose contributions, in 
partnership with students’ families, have 
meant so much during this 13-year jour-
ney to graduation day? Surely a lot, for 
it’s safe to say that every student has had 
one or more educators along the way who 
inspired them through their teaching, by 

taking a special interest in them, or some 
combination of both.

In my own years as a student in our 
district, I was lucky enough to have out-
standing teachers and administrators who 
encouraged me to get everything I could 
out of my school experience. The one I 
remember most was Chuck Jacobson, my 
fi fth-grade teacher at Fruitland Elementary 
School. He made every student his proj-
ect, helping them prepare for the chapters 
still to come in their educations and lives. 
In me, he recognized and helped nurture 
a budding interest that became a passion 
and a career. What a remarkable man and 
educator.

That’s the kind of memory I hope this 
year’s seniors at Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, 
Rogers, and Walker high schools will take 
with them as they further their educations, 
start careers, and pursue all of their other 
dreams. I know that will be in the back of 
my mind as I and my fellow school board 

members share the great honor of helping 
award diplomas at the graduation ceremo-
nies. And as the families and friends of the 
seniors bask in the accomplishments of 
so many outstanding young people, I sus-
pect that the same satisfaction will have 
already been felt by the almost countless 
school district staff members and support-
ing personnel who touched these students’ 
lives. Every day this new crop of seniors 
spent in school over the past decade-plus, 
they had multiple people in their corners 
— from the bus drivers who took them 
to and from school and the maintenance 
and offi ce workers who kept those schools 
running, to the teachers, coaches, and 
advisers who guided their learning and 
growth in classrooms and extracurricular 
activities, as well as the principals and 
central administrators who helped pull it 
all together.

Congratulations to all of the graduates 
— and to everyone who helped them 
become one.

Replacing high school portables with 
permanent classroom space, updating 
technology, replacing aging schools, and 
making other school improvements are 
among a list of recommended projects that 
will come before the school board this 
month as directors continue discussion of 
a possible school bond election next year.

Eight years have passed since voters last 
approved a school bond in this district. The 
Bond Advisory Committee (BAC) formed 
by the school board in March has developed 
an initial list of facility and technology proj-
ects for the community and board to review.

“These projects are all needs, not wants,” 
said Billie Lane, a BAC member and 
Kalles Junior High math teacher.  Lane is 
one of 10 community members and seven 
school district employees appointed to 
serve on the committee.

The committee shared its initial project 
recommendations with the school board 
on May 14 and with the community dur-
ing a series of 11 public forums that began 
on May 15 and will end on June 12.

The fi nal public forums are from 6 to 8 p.m. 
on Tuesday, June 12 at Rogers High School, 
12801 86th Ave. E. in 
Puyallup, and Waller 
Road Elementary 
School, 6312 Waller 
Road in Tacoma.

Comments made dur-
ing the public meet-
ings will be reviewed 
by the school board at a June 21 study 
session along with the committee’s recom-
mended facility and technology projects.

The study session begins at 9 a.m. at the 
Education Service Center, 302 Second St. 
S.E. in downtown Puyallup.

A list of the projects is included in the 
BAC’s interim report and is posted on 
the Puyallup School District website at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

The BAC will review the public feed-
back and consider any modifi cations to 
its recommendations before submitting a 
fi nal report at the board’s regular June 25 
meeting. The meeting starts at 6 p.m. at 
Ballou Junior High, 9916 136th St. E. on 
South Hill.

In its initial report, the BAC recommends 
that the board consider placing a $267.8 
million school bond on the February 12, 
2013 election ballot.

The maximum amount the school district 
can currently seek in bonds, also known as 
the bonding capacity, is $350 million.

The committee was careful, members say, 
to create a prelimi-
nary bond package of 
projects that stayed 
within the district’s 
bonding capacity 
and demonstrated 
good stewardship of 
taxpayer money.

BAC members used a 12-year facility and 
technology study completed last year by 
the Citizens Facilities Advisory Commit-
tee as the foundation for its work.

As it developed a list of recommended 
projects, the BAC considered factors such 
as student safety, keeping technology 
current, equity, keeping up with growth, 
accommodating program learning needs, 
and improving the oldest buildings in the 
worst condition fi rst.

Equity was especially relevant in the 
committee’s discussion about technology 
across the district.

In addition to replacing obsolete stu-
dent computers and related equipment, 
BAC members recommend installing 
projectors, sound systems, and inter-
active white boards (also known as 
SMART Boards) in every classroom 
districtwide that does not already have 
the technology.

“This technology enhances student learn-
ing and is standard in all of our newly 
built schools,” said Rudy Fyles, executive 
director of education support and opera-
tions. “Students and teachers in all of our 
other schools need to have equal access to 
these learning tools.”

A fi nal decision about when and if to pres-
ent a ballot measure to voters, as well as 
which facility and technology projects to 
include, rests with the school board.

Puyallup School District voters last passed 
a school bond measure in 2004. Voters 
narrowly rejected a bond measure twice in 
2007 and defeated a bond and capital levy 
package in 2009.

Board to review facility and technology needs

Puyallup School District Director of Capital Projects Gary Frentress 
discusses facility and technology needs with community members 
gathered at a public forum at Puyallup High School. It has been eight 
years since school district voters last approved a school bond. 

“These projects are all needs,
 not wants.”

Billie Lane
Bond Advisory Committee member

Community invited 
June 12 to comment 
on facility projects
The community is invited to comment 
on facility and technology needs during 
the last in a series of 11 Bond Advisory 
Committee feedback forums on Tues-
day, June 12.

The fi nal two meetings will be held 
from 6 to 8 p.m. at Rogers High, 12801 
86th Ave. E. in Puyallup, and at Waller 
Road Elementary, 6312 Waller Road in 
Tacoma.
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Congratulations to the Class of 2012

Pat Jenkins
Director
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Tony Apostle
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A look ahead, and a fond farewell, in our 158th year
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This is my fi nal Connections message after 
serving this great school district and vibrant 
community as superintendent for the last 
eight years and in other central offi ce 
administrative positions since 1990. I am 
retiring from this superintendent position in 
this state but not retiring from the educa-
tion profession. Many other opportunities 
will allow me to explore and continue my 
passionate commitment to advance public 
education as the single most democratic 
innovation in American history.
 
On Saturday, June 16, 2012 I will hand 
my daughter her Puyallup High School 
diploma. As superintendent, and on behalf 
of the Puyallup School Board, it is my 
formal duty to accept the four graduating 
classes that will have completed the re-
quirements for high school graduation as 
determined by the State Board of Educa-
tion and the district board of directors. On 
this glorious day, I will accept our high 
school graduating classes of 2012, and 
the Puyallup High School commencement 
ceremony will be my fi nal graduation 
ceremony of the day and my last offi cial 
duty as your superintendent.

Puyallup, one of the oldest public school 
districts in the state, is in its 158th year. I 
wish that I could predict the changes over 
the next few decades that will inevitably 
evolve and signifi cantly change how, 
where, and when students will be edu-
cated in Puyallup and all other public 
school systems across the state and na-
tion. I purposely chose to use the word 
“systems” instead of brick-and-mortar 
classrooms because researchers have 
predicted that by 2020, 40 percent of 
all high school graduates will earn high 

school graduation credit requirements via 
proven rigorous online school courses. In 
the Puyallup School District, the Puyal-
lup Online Academy (POA) continues to 
increase its enrollment as more students 
combine traditional classroom learning 
with fully accredited Web-based credit-
earning courses under the supervision of 
certifi cated instructors. 

Other educational opportunities and deci-
sions, which are outlined in the school 
district’s “Graduation Matters Puyallup” 
initiative, are on the horizon as well. 
For example, although the state does not 
currently fund full-day kindergarten in 
Puyallup, it is imperative that the district 
recognize that a child’s readiness for the 
fi rst day of school differs greatly from 
student to student. Tuition-free, full-day 
kindergarten will greatly contribute to a 
student’s long-term academic success. It 
is also evident that the “achievement gap” 
between Caucasian, ethnic minority stu-
dents, and students living in poverty must 
be addressed, preferably in preschool but 
no later than kindergarten.

Many others, including myself, also be-
lieve the district is well positioned to offer 

sixth and ninth graders greater academic 
opportunities and exposure, especially in 
science, technology, engineering, math, 
and world languages in a grade level 
system reconfi gured from what currently 
exists. Regardless of whether the district 
moves to a new 9-12 grade level confi gu-
ration, our current high school facilities 
for students in grades 10-12 are crowded 
now and projected to continue to grow in 
enrollment. The district needs to propose 
a bond measure to voters to add class-
rooms and make equitable and qualita-
tive updates at our three high schools to 
adequately serve its existing students in 
grades 10 through 12 over the next 12 
years. A grade level confi guration change 
would require signifi cantly more facility 
space for an additional 1,000 students in 
six years and 1,500 students in 12 years. 

There has also been some limited discus-
sion about building a fourth comprehen-
sive high school with a traditional school 
day schedule, which is an option for 
adding needed space for future growth, or 
implementing a 9-12 high school grade 
confi guration as an alternative to extended 
day schedules at existing high schools.

The district is at a highly critical juncture 
regarding space limitations in our current 
high school facilities. Decisions made 
today will impact future student success, 
especially for our high school graduates.

Classroom grading practices are another 
area undergoing study and change. Unlike 
most current classroom assessments and 
grading practices, “formative” student 
classroom assessments provide teach-
ers, students, and parents with frequent 

feedback and support on progress being 
made. Students deserve to be provided 
opportunities to retake tests and quizzes 
and to rewrite papers without penalty for 
late work. Today, far too many classroom 
grading practices are “summative,” pro-
viding little or no feedback and support on 
student progress and prohibiting students 
from doing makeup work, retaking major 
tests and quizzes, and rewriting papers. 

I urge the district to eliminate punitive 
grading practices and to systemically man-
date and move forward as soon as possible 
to combine summative grading practices 
with formative classroom assessments. 
This will provide much-needed additional 
student support and contribute to increas-
ing the district’s high school graduation 
rate and to improving student post-sec-
ondary career readiness and success. As 
educators, we must insist on giving our 
students repeated opportunities to suc-
ceed, to try again, and to never give up. 
We must give our students hope; we must 
not let them accept living with failure.

The Puyallup School District and com-
munity has been very good to me and a 
wonderful place for my wife Lori and I 
to raise our two daughters. To my many 
good friends, retired district educators, 
supportive parents and grandparents, hard-
working students, beloved and talented 
colleagues, and new acquaintances, I 
wish you the very best as you provide 
Puyallup’s children the most effective and 
supportive educational opportunities that a 
great school district can provide.

So, “happy trails to you ... until we meet 
again.”

Photos top row (from left): Superintendent Tony Apostle is a guest referee at a Ridgecrest Elementary softball game during his fi rst year 
as schools chief; Apostle speaks during last year’s dedication of the newly renovated Emerald Ridge High track and fi eld; and Apostle 
and Deputy Superintendent Debra Aungst join high school student leaders at a luncheon in the superintendent’s offi ce. Middle photo: 
Apostle joins (from left) former school board member Lloyd Freudenstein, Apostle’s daughter, Elena, and current School Board President 
Greg Heath at the district’s 150th anniversary fun run in 2004. Bottom row (from left): Apostle visits with Firgrove Elementary students; 
Apostle joins school board members and students in breaking ground for the construction of Carson Elementary; and Apostle presents a 
diploma last year to his daughter, Mala, at the 2011 Puyallup High School graduation ceremony.
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Bob Rink calls it “the moment.”

And when it happens, it’s obvious to every 
student in the class.

“It’s when all of a sudden, after months of 
practice, the music just clicks and every-
thing is right,” said Rink, band director at 
Ferrucci Junior High.

In his 25 years as a junior high band 
director, Rink has celebrated that mo-
ment countless times, yet 
he never tires of seeing 
the look on students’ 
faces “when it all comes 
together and they realize 
that they are better than 
they think they are.”

Rink’s contributions over 
the years to music educa-
tion — in Puyallup and 
statewide — have been 
recognized this year with 
his induction into the 
Washington Music Educa-
tors Association (WMEA) 
Hall of Fame.

“I believe you cannot fi nd a better band 
teacher in the state of Washington than 
Bob Rink,” said Andy Burch, Edgemont 
Junior High band director and one who 
nominated Rink for the award. “He is a 
well-respected teacher, highly sought after 
clinician, and all-around great person.” 

Election into the Hall of Fame is one of 
the highest honors that can be awarded 
to a music teacher. Honorees have their 
names inscribed on brass plaques that 
hang on a dedicated wall in the foyer of 
the Hertz Hall music building at Central 

Washington University in Ellensburg.

A maximum of 10 members are selected 
every two years and inducted at the annual 
WMEA conference in Yakima. 

Rink is the fi fteenth Puyallup School Dis-
trict music educator to be inducted into the 
Hall of Fame since its inception in 1998.

“We have a great heritage in the Hall of 
Fame, and Bob Rink only adds to a very 

strong tradition of excel-
lence in music education,” 
said Brian Fox, the school 
district’s director of in-
structional leadership.

Fox recognized Rink at 
a Puyallup School Board 
meeting in April. 

Listed with Rink on the 
Hall of Fame wall are peo-
ple the band director said 
he looked up to throughout 
his music career.

People like retired Ferrucci Junior High 
band director Tom Anderson.

Anderson passed the baton to Rink in 
1995 and was inducted into the Hall of 
Fame fi ve years later.

“Tom Anderson had a big infl uence on 
me as a young teacher just out of col-
lege,” Rink said. “It’s such an honor to 
be included with people like him who 
mentored me along the way.” 

Rink began his teaching career in 1986 as 
the Ballou Junior High band director and 
took Anderson’s place at Ferrucci Junior 

High nine years later.

Anderson summed up Rink’s Hall of 
Fame award as “very deserving.”

“It is a real honor,” Anderson said. “He 
is quite unique in that he is very focused, 
quiet, and calm, and the kids have such 
respect for him. You can hear a pin drop in 
his classroom when he is teaching.”

Anderson owns a chain of music stores, 
including two in Puyallup, and directs the 
South Sound Symphonic Band made up 
of musicians from around the area. Rink 
plays clarinet in the band, which per-
forms for the public three times a year at 

Edgemont Junior High.

Rink’s junior high students have been 
invited over the years to perform through-
out the state and the nation at band clinics, 
contests, solo ensembles, and other events.

Two years ago the band performed for the 
annual WMEA conference and Western 
Washington University Band Invitational, 
and in 1999 the Cougars performed at the 
prestigious Midwest International Band 
and Orchestra Clinic in Chicago.

The junior high band also performs locally

continued on page 5

For the tenth straight year, the Puyallup 
School District has received a perfect state 
audit report.

The Auditor’s Offi ce recently released its 
fi nancial review of how the district re-
ceived and spent its money in the 2010-11 
school year. 

Auditors concluded that Puyallup has 
sound fi nancial practices and complies 
with state laws and regulations, as well as 
its own policies and procedures, to protect 
taxpayers’ interests.

The annual audit focuses on the district’s 
fi nancial statements and on specifi c areas 
that have the potential for abuse and 
misuse of public resources, such as cash 
receipting and grant funding.

This year, the audit focused on fed-
eral grants including Title I and special 
education funding, and the American 

audits did not happen by accident. She 
praised the efforts of Superintendent 
Tony Apostle and Deputy Superinten-
dent Debra Aungst, who are both retir-
ing this month.

“They have set an expectation throughout 
our school district of transparency and ac-
countability,” Marcoe said. “Clean audits 
are the expectation every year and are 
considered business as usual.” 

Marcoe said she is especially proud of 
the district’s handling and reporting of 
Title I federal money. The funds are given 
to schools with large concentrations of 
low-income students to assist in meeting 
students’ educational goals.

Accurate record-keeping and timely 
reporting are required by schools that 
receive the funds, said Nancy Arnold, 
director of assessment and accountability.

Arnold oversees the Title I program and 
conducts a staff training each fall to ex-
plain to district employees how to be good 
stewards of the federal money.

Puyallup’s track record of being account-
able with Title I money has resulted in the 
district being asked by the state Offi ce of 
the Superintendent of Public Instruction to 
share advice with other districts about its 
reporting methods, she said.

Longtime Meeker Elementary Title I 

teacher Gail Miller is one of many staff 
members districtwide responsible for 
reporting the number of students served 
with the federal money. She and a para-
educator (teaching assistant) support 70 
students who qualify for extra reading and 
math instruction this year.

Since some of the federal money is 
targeted for parent involvement, Meeker 
Elementary has developed a detailed “Par-
ent Involvement Plan” that is shared each 
fall with parents of students in the Title I 
program.

Parents learn at the fall meeting how stu-
dents are assessed and selected to receive 
Title I services, as well as how the services 
will be delivered. Students and families are 
supported, for example, by special activi-
ties such as reading and math nights.

Tammy Bigelow, the state’s assistant audit 
manager for this region, commended the 
district on a decade of consecutive clean 
audits.

“Considering how much federal money 
goes through the district, it really shows 
a lot of effort on the district’s part to get 
clean audits,” Bigelow said.

Corine Pennington, the school district’s 
executive director of business services, 
added, “Ten consecutive years without 
any audit exceptions is a signifi cant ac-
complishment. Each audit involves the 
review of thousands of transactions and 
testing of our compliance and internal 
control procedures.”

Pennington continued, “Every employee 
in the district should be proud because, in 
addition to strong leadership, this accom-
plishment is attributable to our excellent 
staff that consistently chooses to do the 
right thing and follows our policies and 
procedures.”

Band director inducted into music educators Hall of Fame

Ferrucci Junior High Band Director Bob Rink has been inducted 
into the Washington Music Educators Association Hall of Fame. 
A plaque with his name inscribed (left) is displayed at Central 
Washington University in Ellensburg.

School district earns tenth straight perfect state audit

Gail Miller, a Title I reading specialist at Meeker Elementary School, 
helps kindergartner Natalie Fullerton read words with the short “a” 
sound.

Recovery and Reinvestment Act federal 
stimulus money given to school districts 
nationwide.

As in past years, the audit also exam-
ined the district’s compliance with laws 
concerning open public meetings, school 
board minutes, and confl ict of interest.

“We are obviously thrilled with the 
results,” said Laura Marcoe, director of 
accounting and purchasing. “Once again, 
the results refl ect that we are accountable 
to our taxpayers.”

Marcoe said the long string of clean 

“Once again, the results refl ect 
that we are accountable to our 
taxpayers.”

Laura Marcoe, director
Accounting and Purchasing



Ryan Perry surrounds himself with exotic 
and endangered animals.

A Sumatran tiger stands ready to pounce 
in the living room of his Puyallup home, 
while a snow leopard eyes him from 
across the room.

Downstairs in his spacious art studio, 
the 1998 Puyallup High School gradu-
ate is surrounded by jaguars, elephants, 
waterfowl, cheetahs, toucans, rhinoc-
eros, owls, grizzly bears, lynx, cougars, 
and eagles.

For Perry, art truly imitates life.

The 32-year-old Viking alumnus trav-
els the world as part of his successful 
14-year career as a professional wildlife 
painter.

Known nationally for his wildlife real-
ism and detail, Perry’s collection ranges 
from a herd of elephants crossing a river 
at sunset to a jaguar peering out from 
vibrant green foliage in Costa Rica.

His travels have taken him as far away 
as Zimbabwe, Kenya, and Costa Rica, 
including four trips to Africa.

While he specializes in animals, Perry 
has also painted several portraits of 
people he has come into contact with 
during trips around the United States and 
the world.

One of those portraits, depicting a South 
African Zulu, won “Best in Acrylics” in 
a February art show in the Fred Oldfi eld 
Western Heritage & Art Center at the 
Puyallup Fair & Events Center. 

Perry showcases his work at about 10 art 

shows a year across the country, includ-
ing a Safari Club International exhibit and 
auction each February that moves between 
Reno and Las Vegas. Proceeds from the 
show benefi t a cause near to Perry’s heart.

“A lot of my paintings go to auction to 
raise money for wildlife conservation pro-
grams,” he said. “It’s important to me. It’s 
about creating an awareness.”

Perry’s original paintings and giclees 
(high-quality digital prints of the origi-
nals on canvas) have been displayed and 
for sale in art galleries in cities across 
the country. Locally, he has two original 
works and more than a half dozen giclees 
for sale at Puyallup Custom Frame & Art 
in downtown Puyallup.

He has traveled the world to photograph 
and, in some cases touch, his artistic 
subjects. Some are in captivity at zoos or 
game farms, while others are in the wild.

On safari three years ago to Zimbabwe, 
Perry came within inches of several 
elephants and reached out to touch the 
texture of the trunks to help him capture 
the realism in his paintings.

He also pet a cheetah at a South African 
cheetah rehabilitation center, where the 
animals are cared for and then released 
back into the wild. “They are really 
intense animals,” he said. “It was exciting 
to be up close.”

One of his favorite experiences, he said, 

was encountering a massive elephant herd 
crossing the Chobe River in Botswana 
— an experience he captured on camera 
and recreated in a painting.

Perry fi rst learned to paint as a child, draw-
ing on skills from his late father, Lin, who 
was both a painter and a photographer.

In fi rst grade, Perry remembers wanting to 
illustrate books. By third grade, he started 
experimenting painting with oils, and by 
junior high and high school began to take 
an interest in painting wildlife.

He attended Wildwood, Ridgecrest, and 
Sunrise elementary schools, as well as 
Ferrucci Junior High, before becoming a 
Puyallup High Viking.

Perry received statewide acclaim for his 
work in high school by winning the Fed-
eral Junior Duck Stamp Contest of Wash-
ington state in his junior and senior years. 
He also won several other high school and 
community art contests.

Now more than a decade later,  Perry is a 
volunteer judge for the duck stamp contest 
and reviews young student art entries. “I 
see it as my way of giving back,” Perry 
said.

Perry enrolled in drawing, painting, pottery, 
and photography classes throughout junior 
high and high school, served as president 
of the Puyallup High Art Club, and spent 
most of his free time in the art room.

He credits retired art teacher Candace Lor-
ing for helping him to grow as an artist.

Loring remembers Perry well and has one 

continued on page 6

Professional wildlife artist Ryan Perry, who graduated from Puyallup 
High School in 1998, works on his latest painting of a jaguar in 
Costa Rica.
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            Where are they now?
This is the next article in an ongoing series featuring the accomplishments and whereabouts of Puyallup School District graduates. Each issue of 
Connections features one or more graduates from Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, Rogers, and Walker high schools. Stories and photos chronicle students’ 
travels and successes since they walked across the graduation stage.

at Meeker Days, retirement homes, 
elementary schools, the Puyallup Senior 
Center, and the annual Daffodil Parade.

“It’s a real win for the students and the se-
niors,” Rink said. “I tell students how much 
joy they bring to the older folks and how they 
not only represent the future, but remind the 
residents of their past.”

In addition to teaching junior high stu-
dents, Rink teaches fi fth- and sixth-grade 
band students who attend elementary 
schools in the Ferrucci Junior High School 
attendance area.

Well-known in the region, Rink is often 
invited to be a clinician or adjudicator for 
area solo and ensemble contests, large 
group contests, and band festivals, and a 
speaker at WMEA conference lectures.

He has served since 2010 as the Puget 
Sound Youth Wind Ensemble director and 
since 2009 as co-director of the Puyallup 
School District’s sixth-grade Honor Band.

Rink was elected this year to serve on the 
WMEA Executive Board as band curricu-
lum offi cer and was featured in the 2010 
issue of School Band & Orchestra maga-
zine as one of “50 Directors Who Make a 
Difference” in Washington state.

In 2005, he won the Puyallup School 
District’s Teacher of the Year award at the 
junior high and high school levels.

Rink started playing instruments in 
elementary school and continued through 
high school and college. He graduated 
with a bachelor’s degree in music educa-
tion from University of Puget Sound and 
a master’s degree in music education from 
Pacifi c Lutheran University.

He has three children, all of whom are 
musicians. A son and daughter are in the 
Ferrucci Junior High School band this 
year, and another son is in the Emerald 

Ridge High School band.

Rink shares his passion for teaching music 
with students studying to be teachers. Last 
fall, then Central Washington University 
student Meghan Gustainis, who has since 
graduated college, asked Rink if she could 
student-teach in his class. Gustainis gradu-
ated from Rogers High School in 2006.

“I loved every minute of it,” Gustainis 
said. “There is a great culture of respect 
and appreciation for music that is rare in 
a junior high school. He is patient, but 
also has high expectations. It’s obvious he 
cares about all of his students.”

Damian Gennette, a psychotherapist 
with MultiCare’s Employee Assistance 
Program, is this year’s recipient of 
the Washington Association of School 
Administrators (WASA) Community 
Leadership Award.

The award recognizes community mem-
bers or groups in recognition of their 
outstanding contributions to education.

WASA announced the award in April 
at the organization’s regional meeting 
in Fife. This month, school district 
offi cials will present Gennette with the 
WASA plaque and certifi cate.

Gennette has worked closely with the 
school district’s Human Resources 
Department since he started the job three 
years ago. The Employee Assistance 
Program provides confi dential employee 
counseling and referral services and also 
supports employees during crises.

The Puyallup School District is among 
the largest of the many south Puget 
Sound businesses and organizations 
that contract with the Employee As-
sistance Program, Gennette said.

Gennette coordinates a team of 
therapists and also works directly with 
clients out of the program’s Puyallup 

Ferrucci band 
director inducted into 
state Hall of Fame
continued from page 4

Bob Rink teaches band at Ferrucci Junior High and has been 
honored with an induction into the music educators Hall of Fame.  

Puyallup High grad travels the world as wildlife artist

continued on page 7
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of his original paintings hanging in her 
home.

“It was fun to teach him,” Loring said. 
“He was very focused and would work 
and work with tiny little brushes to per-
fect whatever he was doing. Even then, 
other students would see his paintings 
and say, ‘Wow, how does he do that?’”

Loring added, “It is so rewarding to see 
someone achieve the kinds of things he 
has done with his art. It is rare.”

After graduation, Perry studied under 
acclaimed wildlife artists at the Bear 
Tooth School of Art in Montana. He 
has also enrolled over the years in art 
classes at Pierce and Green River com-
munity colleges and is taking a painting 
class this spring at Pierce College.

His work has won numerous awards and 
has been featured in national magazines 

such as Art Trends, U.S. Art, and Busi-
ness Art and News. His painting of a 
elephant at a Masimara game reserve 
in Kenya, named “Big Tusker,” graced 
the cover of a 2006 issue of Safari Club 
International magazine.

Painting wildlife is challenging, he said, 
especially when doing small detail work 
such as waterfowl feathers or leopard 
spots.

When he starts a new painting, he 
spends about a week looking at refer-
ence books lined up in his studio or at 
photos he has taken in the fi eld to deter-
mine angles, lighting, and texture.

Photo slides are strewn across the desk in 
his home offi ce, where a South African 
lion sits perched on a cliff above his chair.

“I like the realism of painting wildlife 
and the nature around it, which is unique 
in its diversity,” Perry said. “Some-
times I lose track of time and will spend 
several hours on a painting. It takes a lot 
of patience, but it is a lot of fun. It’s a 
labor of love, really.”

To see more of Perry’s works, visit 
www.ryanperry.com.

Puyallup High graduate Ryan Perry pets a cheetah in a South 
African cheetah rehabilitation center where the animals are treated 
and released back into the wild.

photo courtesy of Ryan Perry

and teaching materials with teachers 
outside of this district, including Orting 
High School ASL instructor Monique 
Hirschkorn.

In her nomination letter, Hirschkorn de-
scribes Noll as “an amazing mentor.”

“The minute I reached out to Mitch he 
opened up his classroom and vast fi le 
cabinets to me,” Hirschkorn wrote. “I am 
a better teacher today because of the time 
and resources that Mitch shared with me. 
Mitch is exceptionally talented, incredibly 
patient, and is truly a wonderful teacher. 
His passion for ASL and the students of 
Puyallup School District is evident in 
everything he does.”

ASL is taught at all three of the district’s 
comprehensive high schools, with more 
than 700 students enrolled this year. It is 
second only to Spanish for being the most 
requested world language to learn among 
students, Noll said.

Noll learned ASL after he graduated high 
school and went to New York City on a 
two-year church mission. While there, he 

became friends with 
a deaf missionary, 
learned sign language, 
and worked with the 
deaf community in 
New York.

Noll quickly became 
fl uent in the language 
and held several jobs 
as an interpreter over 
the years, including 
jobs with the Depart-
ment of Vocational 
Rehabilitation, Tacoma 
Public Schools, and 

Utah Valley University. Noll earned his 
bachelor’s degree from Brigham Young 
University in secondary education, English, 
and humanities.

As a young new teacher in Puyallup, Noll 
said he was fl uent in the language but 
wanted to learn more about how to teach 
ASL grammar. 

He reached out to colleagues in surround-
ing cities and established a group of teach-
ers that met monthly to share ideas.

Those teachers are now part of a larger 

Puyallup High 
graduate is 
professional artist
continued from page 5

Emerald Ridge High American Sign Language 
teacher Mitch Noll teaches a lesson to students.
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Except for the occasional sound of stu-
dents shuffl ing paper in their backpacks, 
Mitch Noll’s classroom is silent.

All eyes are on him as he directs students’ 
attention to a screen projecting a list of 
vocabulary words at the front of the room.

Within minutes the Emerald Ridge High 
teens all begin to speak at once, except not 
one of them utters a sound.

Students hear with their eyes and commu-
nicate with their hands, using movement, 
hand shapes, and space to identify the 
concepts on the screen.

Noll, an American Sign Language (ASL) 
teacher in this district for 15 years, calls up 
a new slide and speaks audibly for the fi rst 
time as he explains the day’s lesson. He 
teaches students how ASL is used to com-
municate directional (infl ecting) verbs. 

Midway through the class period, Noll 
asks the class to stand up so they can 
freely move their hands from side to side 
as they sign the phrases, which incorpo-
rate the subject and object into the verb in 
one fl uid motion.

Noll climbs onto a chair so students can 
see him clearly as he demonstrates fi rst, 
then invites the class to sign together.

His ability to captivate students’ attention 
and bring ASL to life are among the many 
attributes, colleagues say, that make him 

American Sign Language teacher is CTE Educator of the Year
an effective educator.

Noll has been recog-
nized for his efforts 
by being named 
this year’s Puyallup 
School District Career 
and Technical Educa-
tion (CTE) Educator 
of the Year.

CTE Director Mike 
Joyner presented him 
with a plaque during 
a surprise announce-
ment last month at 
a schoolwide staff 
meeting. The Puyal-
lup School Board also 
recognized him at its 
May 14 meeting.

The award is given annually to a CTE 
teacher who exhibits outstanding knowl-
edge, expertise, or exceptional achieve-
ment in his or her fi eld of study.
 
“His expertise is second to none,” Joyner 
said. “He works endless hours to make 
his program one of the best. He is truly a 
master teacher.”
 
Noll, a 1989 Rogers High School gradu-
ate, began teaching ASL in Puyallup 
15 years ago. He split his time between 
Puyallup High and Rogers High, becom-
ing the fi rst ASL teacher hired to open the 
program at his alma mater.

Noll moved to Emerald Ridge High when 
the school opened in 2000. 

Jessica Mattson is one of Noll’s many 
former students who pursued the language 
as a career after high school. She studied 
under him as a Rogers High School stu-
dent and now teaches 
ASL next door to him 
at Emerald Ridge 
High.

“I know just about 
every ASL teacher in 
western Washington, 
and I assure you that 
you will not fi nd a 
more qualifi ed or dedi-
cated instructor in any 
other ASL classroom,” 
Mattson wrote in a 
letter nominating him 
as CTE Educator of 
the Year. 

She continued, “Mitch will stop at nothing 
to increase his knowledge and skill set so 
he can provide his students with the high-
est quality learning experience.”

Mattson added that Noll is “the technolo-
gy pioneer in our department, consistently 
fi nding new ways to bring this language to 
life and make it accessible for all students. 
… Never a day goes by that he doesn’t 
share with me a new idea to improve a 
lesson or improve student involvement 
and understanding. It is very motivating.”

Noll also regularly shares his knowledge 
Emerald Ridge High Assistant Principal Steve Leifsen (left) and 
Career and Technical Education Director Mike Joyner (right) honor 
Mitch Noll as CTE Educator of the Year.

continued on page 8



Kalles teacher wins 
Teacher of the Year

announced in August. Those who win at 
the regional level are considered for the 
2013 Washington State Teacher of the 
Year award.

Keller came to Edgerton Elementary when 
the school opened in 2007. Before that, he 
taught one year at Zeiger Elementary.

“Buddy is a phenomenal teacher and 
teammate,” Edgerton Elementary Offi ce 
Manager Trish Capocy wrote in a letter 
nominating Keller for Teacher of the Year. 
“His outgoing personality, his professional 
demeanor, and his genuine care for children 
make him very successful at what he does.”

Principal Liz Knox describes the 2007 
Central Washington University graduate 
as an exemplary young teacher with a 
“can-do attitude.” He has become well-
known at school and in the district, she 
said, as the go-to person for all questions 
about technology.

Keller has developed math lessons for inter-
active classroom digital white boards known 
as “SMART Boards” and shares those les-
sons with second-grade teachers across the 
district. In January, he presented a distric-
twide training about SMART Board use, 
which Knox said received “rave reviews.”

He also is a member of the school’s 
Comprehensive School Improvement Plan 
committee and helps on several district-
wide committees. He works with a cadre 
of second-grade teachers studying math 
learning, for example, and another that is 
examining how reading and social studies 
curricula comply with the state’s learning 
standards.

In his classroom Keller clearly identifi es 
daily learning goals by posting them on 
a front wall and surrounding them with a 
string of white lights.

“Buddy’s enthusiasm, knowledge, will-
ingness to learn, and caring ways shine 
through every second of every day,” Knox 
said during the Puyallup School Board’s 
Teacher of the Year recognition at the 

April 23 board meeting. “He is truly an 
outstanding educator.”

Knox also praised Keller for being a 
willing participant in events that support 
Edgerton Elementary and its community.

Keller coordinates a weekly tetherball tour-
nament, for example, for fi rst and second 
graders at recess. Winners get their photos 
taken and displayed on a school poster.

He also advises Edgerton Elementary 
School’s closed-circuit television club and 
leads students in creating weekly school 
broadcasts.

It’s not uncommon, Knox said, to see 
Keller sporting a beard during the school’s 
annual “Beard Fest” to raise money for 
the local food bank and cancer research.

“This isn’t a job to me,” Keller said. “My 
class is like a family, and we have fun 
together. I guess you could say I’m a big 
kid at heart who loves to play games and 
get students motivated to learn.”

When students transition between subjects 
in class, they are invited to sing along 
with or hum to the Toy Story movie theme 
song, “You’ve Got a Friend In Me,” which 
Keller turns up on music speakers.

Students also participate each year in 

a Reader’s Theatre class play. Keller 
assigns each student a part in the play, 
which they perform on the school stage 
for their families at the end of the year. 
Through the process, students learn how 
to read scripts, how to work as a team, 
and how to be confi dent and project their 
voices in front of an audience.

Keller’s goal, he said, is to know every 
student before they come into his class 
and to continue to check on them as they 
advance through sixth grade. He visits 
fi rst-grade classes several times each year 
and routinely stops by sixth-grade classes 
to check on former students.

Education runs deep in Keller’s fam-
ily. His mother has been a teacher for 
30 years and works at a middle school 
in Tacoma. His sister also teaches at a 
Tacoma middle school, and his aunt is 
an English teacher at Tacoma Commu-
nity College.

His family joined him at the school 
board’s Teacher of the Year recognition, 
along with many of his students and their 
parents who lined the back of the room 
with colorful balloons in hand.

During his brief remarks to the board, 
Keller turned, motioned to the students 
and their families, and said, “This is why I 
teach, right here.”

Edgerton educator is 
Teacher of the Year
continued from page 1

Edgerton Elementary teacher Buddy Keller reacts after his name is 
announced as the school district’s Elementary Teacher of the Year.

Community 
leadership award
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Children’s Therapy Unit; provided her 
students with community access activi-
ties such as trips to the mall, post offi ce, 
and stores; and attended dances and other 
extracurricular school activities with her 
students so they could join in activities 
with their peers.

“Her volunteer time and dedication has 
enabled many, many students to experi-
ence the thrills and rites of passage that 
are part of the junior high experience,” 
Hoornbeek said.

Parent Kristie Roof, whose son was in 
Diamond’s class for three years at Kalles 
Junior High, describes her as a “one-of-a-
kind teacher.”

“Kris sees the potential in the students and 
isn’t afraid to do what it takes to see them 
succeed or reach their potential, even if it 
means more work on her end,” Roof wrote 
in her nomination letter.

Diamond teaches a class of 11 students 
this year, most of whom have mild to se-
vere cognitive needs resulting from condi-
tions such as autism and Down syndrome.

Many of the students submitted their own 
Teacher of the Year nomination letters, in-
cluding hand-drawn pictures of their teacher.

Student Kaleb Kindschuh wrote that he 
likes Diamond because she is “a good 
teacher and because she is really nice 
and happy.”

Diamond has several teacher assistants 
who help in the class, working with 
students one-on-one or in small groups. 
Depending on their needs and comfort 
levels, some students spend part of their 
school day in general education classes 
and the rest of the time in Diamond’s 
special education class.

“We fi gure out where stu-
dents are functioning and 
meet them where they are 
at,” Diamond said.

Diamond has known since 
sixth grade that she had 
a passion for working 
with students with special 
needs. She remembers the 
happiness she felt working 
with autistic children as a 
camp counselor in Ellens-
burg. “I thought, I can do 
that. I want to do that.”

She earned her bachelor’s 
degree in special educa-
tion with K-8 certifi cation 
from Seattle Pacifi c Uni-
versity and her master’s 
degree in special educa-
tion from Grand Canyon 
University. This fall, 
Diamond will expand her 
teaching career by mov-

ing into a third-grade teaching position at 
Pope Elementary School.

At the board meeting, she thanked her 
colleagues in special education for their 
work, Casello for “leading with integrity 
and passion,” and her students and their 
families.

“These kids are the strongest kids you 
would ever want to meet,” she said. “I 
love their humor and their sincerity. They 
all have a heart of gold.”

offi ce on Pioneer Avenue. He is also often 
invited to lead workshops, speak at work-
place retreats, and give other community 
presentations.

In addition to counseling individuals 
about their well-being, families, and 

jobs, the Employee 
Assistance Program 
helps the school 
district’s Crisis Sup-
port Team as needed 
during events such 
as the death of a 
staff member or 
student. A team of 
school counselors 
and a school psy-
chologist make up 

the district’s Crisis Support Team.

This past year, Gennette and his col-
leagues helped support district staff mem-
bers in several crisis situations, such as 
the death in January of a Carson Elemen-
tary fi rst grader and his younger brother.

“He has partnered with the Puyallup 
School District for many years, but this 
year he was invaluable in helping our staff 
cope and grieve for their colleagues and 
students,” said Human Resources Direc-
tor Amie Brandmire.

What happens in someone’s personal life 
can have a direct effect on how that indi-
vidual functions on the job, Gennette said.

“It’s important being able to support 
teachers and principals as they support 
the students and each other,” he said. 
“We work behind the scenes to make 
sure employees’ mental health needs 
are adequately addressed so they can be 
productive at work.”

Gennette said it is an honor to receive 
the WASA award for the program’s work 
with the Puyallup School District. “I am 
grateful,” he said. “It motivates me to 
continue to improve what I do.”

continued from page 1

continued from page 5

Board honors 65 
Outstanding Seniors
Each May, the school board honors 
20 outstanding seniors from Emer-
ald Ridge, Puyallup, and Rogers high 
schools, and fi ve seniors from Walker 
High School.

One of this year’s Outstanding Seniors 
is Puyallup High student Brian Pinkard, 
who is the recipient of a prestigious 
$2,500 National Merit Scholarship. 

Read more about Pinkard and see the 
names of all 65 Outstanding Seniors on 
the school district website.

Back-to-school 
information on 
website in August
Bus schedules, school calendars, 
Communities In Schools of Puyallup 
Wednesday after-school programs, 
school supply lists, community school 
supply drives, and other back-to-school 
information will be on the district web-
site by mid-August.

Information can be found in a back-to-
school information box on the Home 
page of the school district website at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Puyallup School Board President Greg Heath 
presents fl owers to Kris Diamond during a 
surprise announcement of Secondary Teacher 
of the Year.

Damian
Gennette



statewide organization, the ASL Con-
sortium, which meets twice a year in 
Seattle for workshops and trainings. 

Noll teaches beginning through ad-
vanced ASL classes, and classes are 
open to Glacier View Junior High 
ninth graders who walk to and from the 
neighboring campus to participate in the 
world language course. 

An articulation agreement between 
Puyallup and Seattle Central Commu-
nity College offers ASL students the 
opportunity to earn college credit for 
classes taken in high school.

His greatest satisfaction, he said, comes 
from watching students build confi -
dence as they get comfortable using the 
language. 

“There is huge growth that happens 
from the time they learn to fi ngerspell 
to when they get up in front of the class 
and present to the class,” he said. “You 
really see their confi dence when they 
invest in it.”

Emerald Ridge High ASL students per-
form each year at the school’s Martin 
Luther King, Jr. assembly, take to the 
stage at the district’s annual Education 
Day at the Puyallup Fair, and held a 
fi rst-ever ASL Showcase earlier this 
month featuring duet and group sign-
song performances.

Many ASL students also participate in 
an ASL Club directed by fellow teacher 
Jessica Mattson.

Noll said there are about fi ve students 
every year who continue to pursue ASL 
study in college and, for many of them, 
eventually become professional paid 
interpreters for the deaf.

“Mitch Noll’s dedication and impact 
on students and colleagues alike is 
unquestioned,” said Emerald Ridge 
High Assistant Principal Steve Leif-
sen. “His instruction has allowed our 
students to develop tremendous skill 
in ASL and ignited a passion within 
them.”

Parents of students in kindergarten 
through sixth grade may register their 
children for school every Wednesday 
between July 11 and August 1 at the 
Puyallup School District’s administra-
tive offi ce in downtown Puyallup.

The district will register students 
between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. on July 11, 
18, and 25, and on August 1. Registra-
tion will be located in the Pioneer Room 
at the Education Service Center, 302 
Second St. S.E. (on the corner of Merid-
ian Street and Pioneer Avenue).

To register students for kindergarten and 
fi rst grade, parents should bring a copy 
of their child’s immunization record, a 
birth certifi cate, and proof of address 
such as a lease agreement or utility bill.

To register students in grades two 
through six, parents should bring the 
child’s immunization record, a last re-
port card, and proof of address such as a 
lease agreement or utility bill.

Specifi cs about required immunizations 
are on the Puyallup School District 
website. For more information about 
elementary registration, call (253) 841-
8796.

The Puyallup School District summer 
feeding program provides free cold 
lunches from July 9 through August 10 to 
anyone 18 years old or younger.

Nutritious brown bag lunches will be 
made available at designated times each 
weekday in covered play shed areas at 
the following six elementary schools: 
Firgrove, Karshner, Spinning, Stewart, 
Sunrise, and Wildwood (food delivery 
times are listed at the end of this article).

There will be a different meal for each of 
the fi ve weekdays, featuring items such 
as a sandwich, fresh fruit and vegetable, 
snack, and carton of milk. The menu will 
be repeated each week thereafter for all 
six weeks. 

Menus are posted on the school district 
website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

The six schools qualifi ed for the sum-
mer feeding program because they had 
50 percent or more of their students who 
qualifi ed for free or reduced-price lunches 
during the 2011-12 school year, said Judy 
Jackson, director of nutritional services 
and logistics support.

The brown bag lunches will be prepared 
at the district’s central kitchen, kept in a 
refrigerated unit on a Logistics Support 
Center delivery truck, and transported to 
the six feeding sites.

A Food and Nutrition Services employee 
will accompany the driver and hand out 
the lunches. Lunches are available to 
anyone 18 years old and younger, regard-
less of where they live. No identifi cation 
is required, Jackson said.

Children participating in the program are 
asked to eat the lunches on site, either 
under the covered play area or picnic-style 
on adjoining grass areas, Jackson said.

The district agreed to host the summer 
food program for children due to the in-

crease in recent years of students 
eligible for free and reduced-
price lunches.

“We are keeping this as basic 
as possible to reach the most 
kids we can in the highest need 
areas,” Jackson said.

The United States Department 
of Agriculture provides the 
majority of the funding for the 
summer feeding program. 

To locate other summer feeding 
programs in the area, including 
those offered by churches, parks, 
and community centers, call the 
Family Food Hotline at 1-888- 
436-6392 or visit www.parent
help123.org/resources/summer-
meals-program.

Summer camps, church groups, 
or other community groups 
interested in bringing groups of 
children to the school district’s 
summer feeding sites or arrang-
ing to pick up lunches for their program 
should contact Robin Osborn, logistics 
and secondary nutrition programs supervi-
sor, at (253) 841-8773.

Lunches will be distributed weekdays at 
the following times and locations:

11:30-11:40 a.m.
• Firgrove Elementary 

13918 Meridian S., Puyallup
• Spinning Elementary 

1306 E. Pioneer Ave., Puyallup

11:55 a.m. to 12:05 p.m.
• Stewart Elementary 

426 4th Ave. N.E., Puyallup

12:00-12:10 p.m.
• Sunrise Elementary

2323 39th Ave. S.E., Puyallup

12:25-12:35 p.m.
• Karshner Elementary 

1328 8th Ave. N.W., Puyallup
• Wildwood Elementary

1601 26th Ave. S.E., Puyallup

In accordance with Federal Law and U.S. 
Department of Agriculture policy, this in-
stitution is prohibited from discriminating 
on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
sex, age, or disability. If you believe you 
have been treated unfairly, you may fi le 
a complaint of discrimination by writing 
USDA Director, Offi ce of Adjudication, 
1400 Independence Ave. S.W., Washington, 
D.C. 20250-9410 or call toll free (866) 
632-9992 (voice). Individuals who are 
hearing-impaired or have speech dis-
abilities may contact USDA through the 
Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339 
or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish). USDA is an 
equal opportunity provider and employer.

Educator of  the Year

Summer elementary 
registration

continued from page 6

Students showcase learning at Spring Fair

Summer feeding program starts July 9

Hundreds of students participated April 19-22 in the school district’s annual straw tower 
contest, district Science Fair, and Honoring Cultures Diversity Celebration.

The events, held in conjunction with the Puyallup Spring Fair, drew thousands of 
onlookers to the student learning exhibits. More photos from all three events are on the 
school district website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Photos (clockwise from top left): Sunrise Elementary third grader 
Bradley Korsmo builds a tower out of straws and paper clips. 
Carson Elementary kindergartners Alexa Regla and Daniel Martinez- 
Gallegos perform with the Ballet Folklorico group, and Sunrise 
Elementary teacher Mike Holten measures the distance between the 
fl oor and the bottom of an egg balanced on a straw tower. 

Gwen Rinkel, the school district’s 
summer feeding cook manager during 
last year’s summer lunch program, 
hands free brown bag lunches to 
children at Spinning Elementary.
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